
CALIFORN1A REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD
SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

ORDER NO. 91-078
NPDES NO. CA0028959

WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS FOR:

THE CLOROX COMPANY.
850 - 42ND AVENUE
OAKLAND, ALAMEDA COUNTY

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Francisco
Bay Region (hereinafter Board) finds that:

1. The Clorox Company (hereinafter discharger) is the owner of a
bleach manufacturing facility (Site) located at the above
address. A NPDES permit (Order No. 86-20, Permit No.
CA0028959) was issued to the facility on March 19, 1986. The
Permit was issued to allow discharge of treated groundwater to
the Bay.

2. The discharger, by application dated February 8, 1991 has
applied for waste discharge requirements and a permit to
discharge waste under the National Pollutant Discharge
Elimination System (NPDES).

3. The site occupies one block in an industrialized area of south
Oakland. The site is situated between High Street and the
Highway 77 (185) underpass, near the Nimitz Freeway and is
approximately 0.4 mile east-northeast of the Oakland-Alameda
Estuary. The discharger is principally involved in the
manufacturing and storing household dry bleach at this
location. Prior to 1957, the discharger produced liquid
chlorine bleach product at this location using a "mercury
cell" process. The mercury process was used at the site from
approximately 1919 until 1957, and during that period leaks
and spills of elemental mercury occurred which resulted in
contamination of shallow soils at the site.

4. Subsurface investigations at the site were initiated by the
discharger in 1980 in order to satisfy requirements of the
federal Comprehensive Environmental Compensation and Liability
Act (CERCLA). Soil and shallow groundwater at the site were
found to be polluted with elemental mercury Which had been
used in the manufacture of liquid chlorine bleach.
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